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Maine Showcases Dual-Sector Innovation with Launch of Major
Maritime and Aerospace Training and Testing Facilities at
Brunswick Landing

Brunswick, ME — October 22, 2025 — Maine Maritime Academy (MMA) and the
Maine Space Corporation (MSC) will host public open houses this Friday, October 24,
to unveil two major new facilities at Brunswick Landing — the former naval air station
now transformed into a hub for innovation in maritime and aerospace technology. As
part of Manufacturing Month, this event spotlights Maine’s growing role in national and
economic security by advancing workforce development, space research, shipbuilding,
and next-generation manufacturing. The open houses will feature the official launch of
MMA’s Maritime Industrial Workforce Training Center and MSC’s SpaceTech Facility,
drawing leaders in education, government, defense, and industry from across New
England.

The new facilities represent a coordinated effort to build critical talent pipelines for Bath
Iron Works and other defense sector employers, while accelerating Maine’s leadership
in both maritime and space innovation.

"Brunswick Landing continues to be a beacon of what’s possible when education,
innovation, and industry come together,” said Senate President Mattie Daughtry.
“This event marks a transformational moment for Maine — uniting our maritime heritage
with our aerospace and manufacturing future. I'm proud to support these partnerships
that are opening new doors for students, workers, and businesses across the state. At a
time when federal funding is being pulled across the board, this is a powerful example
of what we can achieve when we choose to invest in our future, and I'm thrilled to see it
happening right here in my district."”

“This partnership represents a powerful convergence of maritime tradition, aerospace
ambition, and manufacturing excellence,” said John Lewis, Executive Director of the
Manufacturers Association of Maine. “This event celebrates more than buildings—
these facilities represent a commitment to training talent, growing industry, and putting
Maine on the map as a leader in national defense and space innovation.”



A Turning Point for Maine’s Innovation Strategy

This milestone event underscores Brunswick Landing’s evolution from a
decommissioned naval air station into a national model for cross-sector collaboration.
With federal, state, and private investment accelerating, the campus is rapidly emerging
as a hub where students, entrepreneurs, engineers, and researchers work side-by-side
to build solutions for defense, space, clean energy, and beyond.

The new MMA and MSC facilities aim to streamline training pipelines, accelerate
innovations, and create new pathways to high-paying, lifelong careers — all while
anchoring Maine in critical national supply chains.

"Maine Maritime Academy is proud to co-host this Friday's event showcasing two
leading facilities representing two different sectors in the defense industrial base —
Maritime and Aerospace,” said Craig Johnson, President, Maine Maritime Academy.
“We are excited to have the opportunity to welcome the public to tour our newest
campus, the Maritime Industrial Workforce Training Center, a collaborative training
facility to be utilized by all of industry and academia to train the hundreds of
tradespeople required each year that are crucial to shipbuilding and protecting the
country's national security. | am proud of the work we have started to create a premiere
training center intended to support the Navy's growing demands and creating lasting
talent pipelines in Maine to support manufacturing and increased life-long career
opportunities in the state.”

"The activities at Brunswick Landing are a model for how education, industry, and
innovation can come together to drive economic transformation,” said Dr. Terry
Shehata, Executive Director, Maine Space Corporation. “The collaboration with
Maine Maritime Academy and the Manufacturers Association of Maine ensures that the
work we’re doing at the SpaceTech Facility is not only visionary, but grounded in
workforce development and real-world impact. Together, we're building a stronger,
more resilient Maine economy — on land, at sea, and in space.”

Event Details

WHO:

e Members of Maine’s Congressional Delegation

e Representatives from the Office of Governor Janet Mills

e Leaders from Maine Maritime Academy, Maine Space Corporation, MAME, and
Brunswick Landing

e Industry partners, educators, students, and investors



WHAT: Major Open House Events Showcasing Maine’s Leading Contributions to
National Security — Facility tours, remarks, networking, and refreshments

WHEN & WHERE:

Friday, October 24, 2025, from 8:00 AM — 11:30 AM

e 8:00 AM - 10:00 AM: Maritime Industrial Workforce Training Center — 46
Burbank Ave., Brunswick, Maine (Speakers + Tour)

e 10:15 AM - 11:30 AM: Maine Space Corporation SpaceTech Facility — 112
Orion Street, Brunswick, Maine (Tour)

Media RSVP & Registration: Click here to register

Why This Matters

As national conversations around supply chain resilience, workforce shortages, and
defense modernization continue, Maine is making a bold move. By co-locating cutting-
edge facilities and fostering cross-sector collaboration, Brunswick Landing is becoming
a strategic node in the U.S. innovation infrastructure.

Tour Highlights
Maritime Industrial Workforce Training Center (MIWTC)

A 50,000-square-foot former Wayfair facility has been transformed into Maine’s flagship
industrial training site. Features include:

A robust paid apprenticeship program co-led by Bath Iron Works and MMA
Pre-apprenticeship and executive training programs

CAD and technical design access for local schools

Conference space and training facilities available to employers statewide

An in-progress capacity build to support training in pipefitting, shipfitting, sheet
metal, NDT, and more

Maine Space Corporation’s SpaceTech Facility



A state-of-the-art lab and collaboration hub supporting aerospace and adjacent sectors.
Capabilities include:

e Qualification of electronics, hardware and other innovations for space
applications
Prototyping and advanced materials research
Reliability testing for consumer and industrial products
Academic research and STEM education initiatives

About Maine Maritime Academy's Maritime Industrial Workforce Training Center

MIWTC serves as a critical workforce development engine, offering immersive, real-
world training in the skills needed for maritime, shipbuilding, and manufacturing careers.
Its programs are designed in close partnership with leading employers and unions,
ensuring job readiness and career advancement. Learn more through contacting the
MMA'’s Brunswick campuses’ Director of Operations and Training, Heather Hopkins, at
heather.hopkins@mma.edu.

About Maine Space Corporation

The Maine Space Corporation is leading the development of a sustainable, competitive,
and inclusive space economy for the state of Maine. Through strategic investments in
infrastructure, education, and partnerships, the Corporation will support innovation in
small satellite development, launch services, data applications, and space-related
manufacturing. Learn more at https://www.mainespacecorp.org/

About Brunswick Landing

Brunswick Landing is a 3,200-acre redevelopment project that has rapidly become
one of New England’s most dynamic innovation districts. Home to over 150 companies
and organizations, it offers access to world-class facilities, clean energy infrastructure,
and talent pipelines — all just 30 minutes from Portland.
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